 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Chapter Eight (8).

1.  And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour.
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A.  The half-hour silence is the Death of God on the Cross
.

This Silence in Heaven occurred at the Death of God on the Cross.  For the Cross of Christ is the focus of Heaven.  “When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished:  and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.”  St. John 19:30.  The half-hour, i.e., the short time, was the forsaking of Christ by God because He bore the guilt of our sins.  “For thou hast made Him [to lack God a little while], and hast crowned Him with glory and honour.”
 Psalm 8:5.
   The time was short because Christ completed the Atonement for the sins of men and brought to end what should have gone on forever.  Anything less than eternity is a short time.


This event is the focus of all the inhabitants of heaven.  The Reformation-era artist Albrecht Durer
, though not basing this piece on  Revelation 8:1, captures the moment in the woodcut in the above.  All the hosts of heaven are fixed in rapt attention on the Passion of Christ, which is the Death of God for the sins of the world.  The Apostle St. Peter writes that the angels of heaven desiring to look into the matter of man’s Salvation in Christ:  “Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.  Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.”
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Indeed, because the Kingdom of Heaven includes believers on earth, evinced by the faithful at the Cross, all of heaven and earth focus upon the  Passion of Christ.  Albrecht Durer, though not basing his work on Revelation 8:1, brings out this point in a similar painting in the right column, which includes the members of the Kingdom of Heaven on earth.  “Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.  And many women were there beholding afar off, which followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto him:  Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee’s children.  When the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus’ disciple:  He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus.  Then Pilate commanded the body to be delivered.  And when Joseph had taken the  body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock:  and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed.  And there was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, sitting over against the seupulchre.”  St. Matthew 27:54-61.

B.  The Cross reveals the nearness of the Kingdom of Heaven and the kingdom of darkness, yet remaining infinitely removed.


We also see how close physically the Kingdom of Heaven and the kingdom of darkness are in the Passion of Christ.  While there were members of the Kingdom of Heaven looking upon Christ’s Passion as we have seen above, there were people standing next to them expressing their unbelief and saying, “And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself.  If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross.  Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said, He saved others; himself he cannot save.  If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believed him.  He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him:  for he said, I am the Son of God.”  St. Matthew 27:43.


While the Kingdom of Heaven and the kingdom of darkness are in close proximity physically, they are separated in reality as far as the heavens are from the earth because of the Gospel and faith.  “He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.  For as the heave is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him.  As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.”  Psalm 103:10-12.  Iniquity is as far removed from righteousness as is heaven from earth.  Hence, even though the iniquitous and righteous in Christ stand side-by-side, they are far removed from each other.  When the Apostle St. John, therefore, writes that the devil is cast out into the earth, it means he is cast out where either the Gospel or faith is lacking.  The Apostle St. John writes:

And there was war in heaven:  Michael and his angels fought against the dragon
; and the dragon fought and his angels, And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.  And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world:  he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

The war in heaven was the Entire Life and Passion of Christ wherein Christ engaged the serpent to crush his head
 and overcome him in behalf of all men.  This war was in heaven because Christ, Who is heaven, was the Chief Combatant against the devil and his legions and the Champion and Hero of fallen men.  The Apostle St. John writes:

Jesus answered and said, ... Now is the judgment of this world:  now shall the prince of this world be cast out.  And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.  This he said, signifying what death he should die.”

Luther:  

So, whenever you hear of the kingdom of heaven, you should not only gape up to heaven, but keep your eyes fixed right here on earth and look for it among people, everywhere in the world, whenever the gospel is preached, wherever people believe in Christ and the holy sacraments are properly used.   In plain words, the “kingdom of heaven” is the kingdom of Christ, the kingdom of the gospel and faith.  For where the gospel is, there is Christ.  Where Christ is, are the Holy Spirit and his kingdom, the true kingdom of heaven.  It is called the kingdom of heaven because all who believe the Word and have the Sacrament, and through faith remain in Christ, are heavenly princes and children of God.  All that still needs to be done is four our Lord to tear down the wall that still separates, that is, for us to die, whereupon all will be heaven and salvation.  So, the first thing we ought to understand is that the kingdom of heaven is the kingdom of our Lord Christ, a kingdom where the Word and faith are to be found.  We are in this kingdom through the Word and faith, and have a living hope, cleansed from sin and delivered from death and hell, notwithstanding the habitation that still houses the body and the evil flesh.  This tabernacle has yet not been pulled down; the sinful flesh has not been laid aside.  This must first take place.  Immediately after that there will be nothing but life, righteousness, and salvation for us.

Again, Luther writes that the Kingdom of Heaven is where the Gospel and faith reside and the kingdom of darkness is where they are lacking:

I think everyone knows that “God’s house” means where He dwells, and that He dwells where His Word is, be it in the field, in church, or on the sea. On the other hand, where His Word is absent, He is absent, nor is His house there; but there the devil dwells, though it be a church of gold blessed by all the bishops. But where God’s house is, there is pure blessing, grace, and life, as the psalmist says: “We bless you from the house of the Lord.” You are blessed, because you are in the Lord’s house. God says (Ex. 20:24): “In every place where I cause My name (that is, My Word) to be remembered, I will come to you and bless you.” In this passage this verse in the psalm had its origin. Wherever God sends out His Word, by which His name and work and not our name and work are praised, there He also comes with pure grace and every blessing, as Moses declares. But wherever the devil sends out his word and it is accepted, he follows with his curse and eternal destruction. The world, however, does not believe this and considers and praises the devil as God, his curse as a blessing, and his lies as truth.


St. John Chrysostom writes that the Kingdom of Heaven is no further away than the Gospel and faith:

For there is no need to say, he means, that one must go up to heaven, or cross a great sea, and then receive the commandments, but things so great and grand hath God made of easy access to us.  And what meaneth the phrase, “The Word is nigh thee?”  That is, It is easy.  For in thy mind and in thy tongue is salvation.  There is no long journey to go, no seas to sail over, no mountains to pass, to get saved.  But if you be not minded to cross so much as the threshold, you may even while you sit at home be saved.  For “in thy mouth an din thy heart” is the source of salvation.  And then on another score also he makes the word of faith easy, and says, that ‘God raised Him from the dead.’  For just reflect upon the worthiness of the Worker, and you will no longer see any difficulty in the thing.  That He is Lord then, is plain from the resurrection.  And this he said at the beginning even of the Epistle.  “Which was declared to be the Son of God with power ... by the resurrection from the dead.”  (Rom. i. 4.)  But that the resurrection is easy too, has been shown even to those who are very unbelieving, from the might of the Worker of it.  Since then the righteousness is greater, and light and easy to receive, is it not a sign of the utmost contentiousness to leave what is light and easy, and set about impossibilities?  For they could not say that it was a thing they declined as burdensome.  See then how he deprives them of all excuse.  For what do they deserve to have said in their defence, who choose what is burdensome and impracticable, and pass by what is light, and able to save them, and to give them those things which the Law could not give?  All this can come only from a contentious spirit, which is in a state of rebellion against God.  For the Law is galling ... , but grace is easy.  The Law, though they dispute never so much, does not save; Grace yieldeth the righteousness resulting from itself, and that from the Law likewise.  What plea then is to rescue them, since they are disposed to be contentious against this, but cling to that to no purpose whatever?  Then, since he had made a strong assertion, he again confirms it from the Scripture.
 

St. John Chrysostom is commenting on Romans 10:8, wherein the Apostle St. Paul writes:

But what saith it?  The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart:  that is, the word of faith, which we preach ... .


B.  The Crucfixion is, as Jesus says, the “beginning of sorrows” (St. Matthew 24:8), “birth pangs” of the new heaven and earth (St. Mark 13:8),  which are delineated in the following verses and chapters, describing the Church age.
1st Seal:  White Horse (Rev. 6:1):  World still ruled by the sword.

2nd Seal:  Red Horse (Rev. 6:3):  The spirit of insurrection, war, bloodshed, and civil unrest. 



3rd Seal:  Black Horse (Rev. 6:5):  Trade and commerce continues, civic order         continues:  marrying and given in marriage. 

4th Seal:  Pale Horse (Rev. 6:7):  Death reigns over humanity in manifold ways     until the end of the age because the end of fallen humanity is death. 

5th Seal:  Martyrs (Rev. 6:9):  Christians suffer for the Gospel in the New Testament era.

6th Seal:  Destruction of Jerusalem (Rev. 6:12).

7th Seal:  The Death of God on the Cross (Rev. 8:1):  The Preeminent Event of the                 New Testament Era.


The Crucifixion of God for the sins of the world stands as the premier event in the major outline of the New Testament era.  The Silence in Heaven for ½ hour does not introduce the plagues that follow, as a number of commentators mention
, but rather is the Main Event that underpins the New Testament era.  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt writes:

Some regard this verse as a king of introduction to what follows, and so make it part of the following vision.  However, the text does not say tha t or indicate such a meaning in any way.  The openingof the seventh seal is obviously a vision which stands by itself without a connection with what follows. ... What the seventh vision all contained was not disclosed to the holy Seer at this time.  Later he will receive further revelation.  The silence following the opening of the seventh seal is an ominous pause indicating that Judgment Day shall have awful consequences.

Dr. Stoeckhardt gets it right that this passage in not a pregnant pause to introduce the next vision, but rather the gravity of Judgment Day.  It, however, is not the judgment day he alludes to, namely, the last day of this age when Christ returns again in glory, but rather the Judgment Day of the Cross, as we’ve already discussed.


The plagues reveal that the New Testament era is not the Kingdom of Glory but the Kingdom of Grace wherein the Church labors under the Cross.


First Angel:  In these difficult times of the NT era the prayers of the saints are foremost and always heard.


.


Human tradition observes a moment of silence at the death of someone.
  Along with a moment of silence, there sometimes also occurs a tolling of the bells.  Here there is silence in heaven because of the death of the Human who is the Son of God.  Because heaven and earth are united in Christ, what happens on earth in the Church is a heavenly event – again, because heaven and earth are one and the citizens of heaven and men are one family again in Christ.  The entire family of God is affected by what happens on earth to the Church.  Christ is the Author, Foundation, and a Member of the Church.  Consequently, what befalls Him impacts the hosts of heaven, just as whatsoever befalls each Christian in this life impacts and elicits the close concerns of the hosts of heaven because men are a part of the family of heaven.  Because men are members of the family of heaven, the hosts of heaven love men dearly and are intensely concerned about their eternal well-being because men are family in Christ.


From this death remarkably emerges life.  “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone:  but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.”  St. John 12:24.

“It was a strange and dreadful strife When Life and Death contended; The victory remained with Life, The reign of Death was ended.”  Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands, The Lutheran Hymnal, #195.  

A.  Silence because of the death of the Son of God.  ... profound in and of Itself, everything comes to a solemn, reverential, profound halt.  Commentators nearly universally speak of the significance of this passage because it gets our attention, for them commentators it’s supposed to signal the profundity of what follows, the starting of a new section.  The profundity, however, and the reason for the silence is the Death of God for the sins of the world in order to save men.  Thus we see how the forces of heaven focus, rally, and are marshaled for the sake of the Salvation of men.  When we see how great the Work for man’s salvation, we can only begin to begin to image the greatness of what God has prepared for us.  St. Paul on the glory to be revealed in us.  Luther on the Greatness of the Gift signals the greatness of the gifts to come.


B.  Silence reminds us this is the creation of the new heavens and new earth originated through the death of God.  Just as in the beginning everything was created ex nihilo, now this is the new beginning out of the Person and Work of Christ redeeming not ex nihilo but a fallen creation.


C.  The Crucfixion is, as Jesus says, the “beginning of sorrows” (St. Matthew 24:8), “birth pangs” of the new heaven and earth (St. Mark 13:8),  which are dilineated in the following verses and chapters, describing the Church age.

1st Seal:  White Horse (Rev. 6:1).


2nd Seal:  Red Horse (Rev. 6:3).


3rd Seal:  Black Horse (Rev. 6:5).


4th Seal:  Pale Horse (Rev. 6:7).


5th Seal:  Martyrs (Rev. 6:9).


6th Seal:  Destruction of Jerusalem (Rev. 6:12).


7th Seal:  The Death of God on the Cross (Rev. 8:1).


The Crucifixion of God for the sins of the world stands at the head of the major outlines of the New Testament.


The plagues reveal that the New Testament era is not the Kingdom of Glory but the Kingdom of Grace wherein the Church labors under the Cross.


First Angel:  In these difficult times of the NT era the prayers of the saints are foremost and always heard.

Prayers of the saints answered when angel cast down censer, spewing plagues upon the world because the world tries to destroy the Church, e.g., General Prayer where Church prays for all men, and especially them that believe, and prays for good government for the sake of the spread of the Gospel.
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�“We Christians must know that if God is not also in the balance, and gives the weight, we sink to the bottom with our scale.  By this I mean:  If it were not to be said [if these things were not true], God has died for us, but only a man, we would be lost.  But if ‘God’s death’ and ‘God died’ lie in the scale of the balance, then He sinks down, and we rise up as a light, empty scale.  But indeed He can also rise again or leap out of the scale; yet He could not sit in the scale unless He became a man like us, so that it could be said:  ‘God died,’ ‘God’s passion,’ ‘God’s blood,’ ‘God’s death.’  For in His nature God cannot die; but now that God and man are united in one person, it is correctly called God’s death, when the man dies who is one thing or one person with God.”  The Formula of Concord, Thorough Declaration, Article VIII. Of the Person of Christ.44, underscore added.  


	�Text is from The Lutheran Hymnal, p. 124.  The translation from the Hebrew in brackets is mine.  The same Hebrew word, chasar, which means to lack, as in Psalm 23:1.  Because Christ lacked God for us, David could write that we shall never lack.  “The Lord is my Shepherd:  I shall not want.”	


	�“5.  Thou wilt let Him be forsaken of God for a little while, but Thou wilt crown Him with honor and adornment.  ...  There is no doubt that in the spirit David is here looking at Christ as He struggles with death in the garden and cries out on the cross, ‘My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?’  (Matt. 27:46).”  Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 12, pp. 124, 126.


	�“Duerer, Albrecht, 1471-1528, most prominent German painter of the sixteenth century and one of the greatest masters of all times in combing poetry with the art of painting, whose ideas were freely disseminated among the people of his time, also by means of woodcuts and copper-plate work; studied under Michael Wohlgemut, made extended study trips through German and to Italy; issued a number of series, that of the Life of Mary, in which the Flight into Egypt and the Rest in Egypt possess great charm, and the series on the Passion of the Lord, one of twelve and one of sixteen scenes,  Of his larger pictures the Adoration of the Three Kings and the Four Apostles are most notable, the latter picture also expressing the artist’s position with regard to the Reformation, of which he was an adherent.”  Concordia Cyclopedia, eds. Ludwig Fuerbring, Theodore Engelder, P. E. Kretzmann, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1927, p. 216, s. v., “Duerer, Albrecht”.


	�I Peter 1:11-12, underscore added.


	�“And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people:  and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time:  and at that time thy people shall be delivered, everyone that shall be found written in the book.”  Daniel 12:1, underscore added.  The “time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation [Israel] even to that same time” is the “war in heaven”, namely, the redemption of man through the Passion of Christ.


	�Revelation 12:7-9.


	�“And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; [He] shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”  Genesis 3:15, translation from the Hebrew in brackets is mine.


	�St. John 12:30, 31-33.


	�Martin Luther, The Complete Sermons of Martin Luther, Vol. 7, ed. Eugene F. A. Klug, trs., Eugene F. A. Klug, Erwin W. Koehlinger, James Lanning, Everette W. Meier, Doroth Schknecht, and Allen Schuldheiss, second printing, August 2007, pp. 100, 101, underscore added.


	�Luther’s Works, Vol. 14, p. 103, underscore added.


	�St. John Chrysostom, A Select Library of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Volume XI, Saint Chrysostom:  Homilies on the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistle to the Romans, ed. Philip Schaff, Grand Rapids:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., reprinted, September 1980, p. 474, underscore added.


	�Romans 10:8.


	�“This impressive silence in heaven, where the praises of God and the Lamb resounded, as described in the preceding chapter, may be interpreted as a silence of awe and expectancy as to what is to follow upon the opening of this seal because of its peculiar contents.  That this silence lasted for about a half hour describes the impression made upon John.  It is a silence in which all voices are hushed and which ushers in the seven trumpet judgments and the seven bowls of the wrath of God and of the plagues that follow.” The Rev. Dr. C. H. Little, Explanation of the Book of Revelation, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, fourth printing, 1954, p. 80.


	�Exegetical Lectures on the Revelation of St. John, tr. H. W. Degner, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, no date, p. 29. 


	�“The elders of the daughter of Zion sit upon the ground, and keep silence: they have cast up dust upon their heads; they have girded themselves with sackcloth: the virgins of Jerusalem hang down their heads to the ground.”  Lamentations 2:10.
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